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By Jane Hadley 
P-I Reporter ..; •-. .u^.-r ;r^^. 

•> The federal govemment is in 
vestigating a Seattle cement cbmr̂ S^^ 
pany for suspected illegal dumping;^; 
of hazardous waste into the Du-^^ 
wamish River, "according to courtSS 
documents filed y^terdaynli;:':;^;;;:^^ 

•" Special agents of the Environ---"-
mental Protection Agency seized f 
evidence Wednesday night at the ' 
Pioneer Construction Materials -
plant, also known as Glacier Sand," 
and Gravel Co., at 5975 E. Margin­
al Way S. near the First Avenue 
South Bridge. . .— 

VNo formal charges have been 
filed. The company declined com-'= ; 
ment:-^.X-'i^-l:.-^.., y:l:.:..:';. ~-r:.'v.-~2;r"':--

:»The firm has been discharging-— 
highly:: corrosive,'cement'^wastesjj^' 
into Slip 2 of the river, according-... 

Pollution search warrant site i V\ 

to an affidavit filed by'a deputyipiSg^vfe^^BENiGAFlRl^ GRAPHiq" 
Ui. S. marshal in. support:of.?a": 
request for a criminal search war-
rant.-:;:v;-v•;-,-:-.:-• •:.,:. -̂'.i ,:.-r.:i-. \r.;:;?::: 

The affidavit said the com­
pany is suspected of violating the 
federal Clean Water Act, the 
federal hazardous waste manage­
ment: act and the Rivers and 
Harbors Act. _ . : ; . , , : : ::.,. 

:'r.p^' A"tie'to EPA'/,'-^ '-M::.-
Pioneer, which is a division of 

Riedel Intemational Inc., of Port­
land, referred all calls yesterday to 
the Portland office. An official in 
the legal department there SEiid 
the compeiny would have no com­
ment. 

-Riedel holds stock in Riedel 
Environmental Technoldgies Inc., 
a firm that deals in emergency 
enviroiunental cleanups for the 
EPA. 

According to the affidavit, the 
discharges have been observed 
both by EPA special agents and" 
members of a boating class. The 
affidavit said Special Agent Gerd 
Hattwig, the observers have taken 
photographs and video tape re­
cordings of the discharges. : : 

The federal investigation be-: 
gan in May, shortly after the s ta te ' 
Department of Ecology had in­
spected the facility. Richard Koch, 
a state inspector, observed wastes 
running off the surface of the 
property toward the river, and 
warned the company it would 
need a permit for any discharges 
into the river, the affidavit said. 

But Pioneer plant manager 
Ron Simimers told Koch . the 
company does not routinely dis-. 
charge into the river and would 
need no permit, the affidavit said. 
A . few days later, Koch sent 

dischai-ge; were^foiiiid to contain 
waste,that is hazardous, based on 

- critieridrof the federal hazardous 
waste management act. ^ 

Ĵ i' " All had a pH of at least 12.5,', 
which the affidavit said indicated 
"extreme alkalinity ... . sufficient 
to cause skin burns and certainly 
to kill yaripus,forms of aquatic 
life." The, pH scale runs from 0, 
(very acid) to 14 (very alkaline). '-

Hattwig said . cement trucks' 
that return each evening to the 
facility are washed out on a 
cement pad. The area around the 
pad drains into trenches and 
concrete holding ponds, which 
apparently either overflow or are 
purposely drained through pipeg^ 
onto the embankment adjoining 
the Duwamish, Hattwig said. 

The special agient said he has 
"on numerous occasions" observed 
"a steady stream of concrete waste 
waters" coming out of a concealed 
pipe in a wall along Slip 2 and 
then flowing down an earth em­
bankment into the river. 

The accepted methods of dis­
posing of cement ~ truck wastes 
involve either recycling them or 

; neiitralizirig % them f j with acids, 
. Hattwig «aid^,-;?nr*v-'f -̂  < 

--- :r : Dyes used 
The company has no permit 

and would never be issued a •, 
permit_fox the hazardous wastes it 
is suspected of discharging, 
Hattwigsaid. '-•"'- :.: 
..•t During the search of the prop-; * 

, erty,v agents : ran J-. tracer dyes • 
through the drain systein, a feder­
al official said yesterday^ " ;, 

- Riedel Intemational is "a sig­
nificant stockholder" in Riedel 

f , 
'r- f j f : - W * « r - t - ' • ^ 

f̂ .,..„ -, . ,. Environmental Technologies, said 
gbummers a letter, a permit api^r^. Andrew;;.Frariklinf?;fpresident::-bf;2;; :_ 
^ t i p n :and snstructions,; InfpnmngjS^ 
g:bununer„that:a.pernut is.:required;^r;ogie8'**^ 
^ r - a n y l d i ^ a r g ^ inio t h e r r i y e r g S r S S R i e d ^ g E ^ ^ 
^ i ^ S u n m e r s T j t o l d ^ o c h - i ^ 
tS|12;j^^lephone^gK»riyeraatior^^ 

sS9™pany;^;dj)es3^^j)J.;, d i scharge^ 
p?wastes andL?wouldin6t-apply for?a^'Frarikliri^Mia:??^ 
lES™le*M:^<iayit:saids5s=^ygs|g^34 

,:;:.. OnJunea3,.investigators took:. Clean Water- Act̂ -̂  a -company:J: -
K^ta^samplesvvwhereithe. ^anegea~:TOnvict€^ violating the^criminal'^:^;:: 
fr^discharges- enter- the river,. The^^ provisions ofthe actcan be barred - - ' i ' 
psamples,-which, would have" beeii"i^ froiii-fiirthef"^Htrk(S "with tĥ ^̂ ^̂ ^ 

more diluted than the actual agency, a lawyer for the EPA said. 
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